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Forest Fire Management: 
2012 wet spring produced large amounts of lush grass and brush that now has turned into 
tinder dry flash fuels.  There is a huge concern of human and lightning caused wildfires.  
  
 
Asotin County Home Rule Initiative: 
Asotin county voters will be asked whether they want Home Rule form of government that 
would give county residents initiative and referendum rights.  The Home Rule would also 
define job descriptions for the county commissioners. A Home Rule charter is written by a 
group of 18 freeholders that are elected positions held by Asotin County citizens. 
 
 
Ten Mile Bridge Construction: 
Concerns were raised by the Department of Archeology and Historical Preservation that 
cultural burial remains were found and unearthed in the area.  An Asotin county resident 
claims that the Asotin County Commissioners’ knew about the remains but continued with 
construction at the site. 
 
 
 
Clarkston School Dist. Budget Cuts:  
Washington State is faced with an inadequate amount of funding for school districts.  
Resources are being stretched thin and teachers are dealing with larger classroom sizes. 
Clarkston Classified Association members made up of special learning assistants are working 
without a contract.  
 
 
 
Alcohol Awareness/Abuse: 
Prevent drunk driving and underage drinking with effective law enforcement.  The behavior 
of binge drinking happens among college and high school age students.  Research indicates 
that drinking effects brain development and moderate drinkers have ½ the chance of 
developing dementia than abstainers.  
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The Need to Address Forest Fires: 

 

Program: KLEW-TV News 
Date/Time: 7/31/12, 6:00 p.m. 
Duration: 1:54 
Description: KLEW News reported that as fires continue to spread in areas around the 
Northwest, open and controlled burning has been a topic of discussion throughout the 
region. Just yesterday, the Asotin County Commissioners authorized a fire ban for all of 
unincorporated Asotin County, which means no open fires or flames for the rest of the 
season. Asotin County Fire District One Fire Chief Noel Hardin said this is something the 
county does every year around this time to ensure the county is taking the steps necessary to 
ensure the safety of the people. "This time of year, again with the heat, as were standing here 
there's a breeze blowing, we have heat, dry fuels," said Hardin. "From our perspective, 
burning this time of year can be dangerous for us, if it gets out of control." The 
unincorporated fire ban restricts controlled or prescribed burning, also known as hazard 
reduction burning. Open burning is restricted in Nez Perce County except during the annual 
open period which extends from April 1st through the 31st. Any other burning in Nez Perce 
County Reservation requires an Air Quality, year round, and applies to all backyard, 
agricultural and forestry burns. "Really each county needs to determine at what level they 
want to put a ban in place," said Hardin. "There are certain times that agriculture personnel 
need to burn fields at certain times. It may be better at this time of year, than later in the 
year, when it is maybe a little cooler."The City of Lewiston also restricts against any type of 
burning after the Lewis-Clark Air Quality Advisory Commission informed the city nearly a 
decade ago that they would be best advised to do so."It's really a quality of life issue, as it 
was when the ordinance passed in 2000," said Lewiston Fire Department Fire Marshal Lind 
Steputat. "It was based on the quality of life here in Lewiston and the Valley to make sure 
that everyone had fresh air to breath." According to fire officials, the combination of heat, 
humidity and wind combined, can be very dangerous. Even a small flame can create a 
threatening fire in a matter of seconds. “We get to a critical point where burning becomes 
very dangerous as far as the potential for fire growth," said Hardin. "We're sending out 
firefighters out there on some of these calls where folks are maybe burning a pile of wood or 
branches," said Steputat. "We're putting our folks at risk to get there and we're putting the 
public at risk when they're going out there on that call." Burning without a permit and/or 
burning houses or building for disposal is illegal and fines can be nearly $38,000 per day. It's 
important to note that barbeques, ceremonies, fireplaces and firefighter training are allowed 
within the city of Lewiston.  
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
Program: KLEW-TV News 
Date/Time: 8/23/12, 6:00p.m. 
Duration: 2:08 
Description: KLEW News reported that fire crews are in full force battling a blaze that 
started near Cache Creek Monday around 4:30 in the afternoon. The crews from the Type 
Two Management team have gained some control of the blaze, but are still attacking the fire 
aggressively in an effort to protect nearby structures. "It's unnerving," said homeowner 
Diane Magden. "That would be a very mild way of putting it." Rogersburg homeowner 
Diane Magden has good reason to be worried. According to the Wallowa-Whitman National 
Forest Public Affairs Department lightning sparked the fire near her home in the Hells 
Canyon National Recreation Area along the Snake River on the Oregon/ Washington 
border. Although the Forest Service immediately called in air support and began knocking 
down the flames with air tankers, it wasn't enough to gain control of the wildfire. So far the 
flames have spread as far south as Jim Creek Ranch and up north past Anaconda Creek and 
over the ridge towards Rogersburg. "We've been through fires before and I know how fast 
they spread and how dangerous they are," said Magden. "We have our livelihood here; it's 
burning our property and threatening our homes." Currently, nearly 190 people are working 
to gain control of the blaze as crews continue to construct lines to suppress the fire as 
quickly as possible. "Right now the fire is still high up on the hill, but it's been moving down 
off the hill," said Cache Creek Fire Task Force Leader Scott English. "We're getting ready so 
we can be ahead of the game and burn off and be ready if the fire makes it down to the 
road." "You have to wait for it to come to you," said Magden. "It's too steep, too dangerous, 
completely too dangerous to be out there fighting it on the hillside." The Central Oregon 
Incident Type Two Management Team has taken over the battle with the blaze as crews 
forge ahead, removing vegetation circling the fire. Fortunately the Snake River continues to 
hold the fire from moving east across the river into Idaho. There are currently 50 structures 
within the management area of the fire. However, no homes are threatened at this moment 
and no evacuations have been made. "We're looking good but we need to get things going so 
we're all ready to go in case the fire makes it down close to the road," said English. English 
said that although there has been 0% containment, there's still time to ward the fire away 
from homes. According to one homeowner in Rogersburg, residents were warned that they 
might have to evacuate. However that has not been necessary yet. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Program: KLEW-TV News 
Date/Time: 8/23/12, 6:00 p.m. 
Duration: 1:23 
Description: KLEW News reported that The Idaho State Department of Lands said that 
crews are making good progress on the Mica Slash Fire that started on Tuesday morning 
eight miles northwest of Deary.  They have made the lines around the fire more secure and 
the mild weather has kept it from growing.  "With the current weather, cooler temperatures, 
things held pretty good overnight," said Ponderosa Fire District Jason Svancara. "The wind 
is a little higher this afternoon; we'll wait and see what that brings. But so far, the crews are 
making really good progress and we're keeping a handle on it."  Roughly 140 people are 
working on the fire, including crews from Saskatchewan and Arizona. The fire is burning 
timber and red slash, which are the branches and tree tops that are left behind after a 
harvest. The blaze started when lightning struck some of the red slash during a 
thunderstorm. It has burned 124 acres of industrial land owned by Potlatch Forest Holdings. 
There have been no injuries or structural damage.  
 
 
 
Program: KLEW-TV News 
Date/Time: 8/29/12, 6:00 p.m. 
Duration: 0:50 

Description: KLEW News reported that a house fire that started a 100-acre blaze spared 
lives but damaged several homes. A fire that started just west of Kooskia Tuesday evening 
was just about contained by Wednesday afternoon, but not without extensive damage to the 
area.  "Our camper where we stayed in was here," said Kooskia resident Shari Brown. 
Shari Brown, who lives just down the street from where the fire started, lost two cars, her 
camper where she lived and most of her belongings. "I was screaming," said Brown. "I had 
my father-in-law's medicine scooped up and threw it in the trunk. And I said 'let's go, we 
gotta' get out of here.'" Geronimo Hotshots Incident Commander Trainee Mark Babieracki 
said the fire started because of an electrical problem with a toaster oven in this charred 
home. The structure fire turned into a wild land blaze and spread to approximately 100 acres 
because of the wind and dry fuels. "There have been two structures, that have burned two 
residences," said Babieracki. "Three out buildings and four camp trailers at this time we 
know have been burned. There has been come electrical damage due to some of the 
electrical lines in the area as a result of the fire and some power poles burning down." Some 
residents were spared their homes, others were not so lucky. However no injuries have been 
reported at this time. "Like I said, we lost everything except for a few things we have in 
storage," said Brown. "I don't have pictures left of my youngest son anymore." Initially the 
Kooskia Volunteer Fire Department and the BPC Volunteer Fire Department, of Battle 
Ridge, Pleasant Valley and Clearwater, were working to contain the fire. However other 
entities were called into assist, including the Geronimo Hotshot crew from Arizona, when 
structures became threatened and the potential for it to reach a local mill became likely. 
Babieracki said the fire could have been a lot worse if it were not for the many agencies 
working together to get it quickly contained. "I feel lucky to be alive," said Brown. "I just 
wish I could have saved more stuff but I just started freaking out." Crews will continue to 



mop up the area and keep an eye on hot spots.  Officials said those who were evacuated 
have been allowed back to their homes and electricity has been restored to the area. 

 
 

Program: KLEW-TV News 
Date/Time: 9/4/12, 6:00 p.m. 
Duration: 1:21 
Description: KLEW News reported that a complex wildfire near Powell concerns local 
residents. "The smoke yesterday was probably the worst I'd seen it in maybe fifteen years,” 
said Three Rivers Resort and Rafting owner Lara Smith. The Powell SBW Complex Wildfire 
had spread to 31,600 acres as of Monday morning with zero percent containment. The fire, 
caused by multiple lightening strikes on late Friday afternoon, is made up of three large fires 
and several smaller fires in the shape of an arc near Powell. Smith said she'd never seen the 
air quality as bad as it was on Friday. "If you've been up here to Three Rivers before you 
know we're at the confluence of the Lochsa, Selway and Clearwater rivers, you could not see 
across the confluence to the other side," said Smith. According to Inciweb, an incident 
information system website, the smoke filled low lying areas in the Lochsa Valley this 
weekend because of the Powell SBW Complex and the McGuire Complex fire west of Dixie, 
Idaho. A lot of restrictions on being able to pull over with your vehicles. They don't want 
you pulling over," said Smith. "The last few days have been really, really smoky," said Lochsa 
Lodge server Angela Hansleben. "It's like the fire is in our backyard, it's been so smoky."  
Incident Commander of the Northern Rockies Wildland Fire Management Team Diane 
Hutton said while the smoke concerns local residents, it's actually helping the fire teams. 
Because the smoke isn't allowing as much oxygen to reach the fires, it moderates the fire 
behavior. Server Angela Hansleben of the Lochsa Lodge near Lolo Pass said although there 
was a potential fear that the fire could have forced an evacuation, it wasn't a large concern 
for her. "With the wind you never know what's going to happen. It could come this way but 
you never know. I'm not too worried about it, I think they'll let us know with plenty of time 
if there's any need to worry," said Hansleben. Favorable conditions and efforts of firefighters 
averted any need for an evacuation over the weekend. Hutton said with zero percent 
containment the potential for evacuating local residents is not completely eliminated but is a 
remote possibility. The 171 person crew is working with limited visibility in difficult terrain 
as they try to execute burnout plans in the area. Inciweb reports said they are continuing to 
work on a structure protection plan for the Powell and Lochsa areas as well. As of Monday 
afternoon, the potential for the fire to grow was at a medium alert level.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
The Need to Address Asotin County Home Rule 

 

 
Program: KLEW-TV News  
Date/Time: 7/13/12, 11:00 p.m. 
Duration: 0:54 
Description: KLEW News reported that Respect Asotin County, a citizen's advocacy group, 
will turn in 1,133 signatures to the Asotin County Auditor Monday. Their hope is to get the 
Home Rule issue on the general election ballot in the fall. Chairman of Respect Asotin 
County, Rick Rogers, said Home Rule would establish a group of freeholders, unpaid citizen 
volunteers, to work alongside the county commissioners. He said their purpose would be to 
create a charter for the commissioners to help hold officials accountable and transparent. 
"The bottom line is that they don't have any accountability," said Rogers. "Our ultimate goal 
is to get initiative and referendum rights for the county citizens."  Rogers said the City of 
Clarkston gives their citizens the right to put initiatives and referendums on the ballot, so 
county citizens should have that right as well. The group made a similar drive in 2011; 
however incorrect language of the petition kept it off the ballot at the last minute. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Program: KLEW-TV News 
Date/Time: 7/30/12 6:00 p.m. 
Duration: 1:24 
Description: KLEW News reported that a preliminary draft for how freeholder officials 
could be elected into Asotin County government was presented Monday morning to the 
Asotin County Commissioners.  Respect Asotin County recently turned in signatures to get a 
Home Rule Charter on the November general election ballot. If the measure passes they'll 
need freeholders to start working on the charter immediately. Civil Deputy Prosecuting 
Attorney Jane Risley presented a resolution that mirrors Yakima County's freeholder voting 
process to the commissioners. She explained to them that they have the final say for how 
freeholders could be incorporated into the county government. "If you have an idea or 
another idea the constitution is very clear that the legislative body is in complete control of 
how this goes forward," said Risley.  The commissioners will take written opinions on the 
draft and then a final resolution will be needed to be ready by next week. The commissioners 
are exploring three different options on how to elect the 18 freeholders into office, should 
the Home Rule Charter pass. The preliminary resolution states that if there aren't six valid 
candidates from each district, home rule cannot take place. Any freeholder elected will also 
be subject to follow the Public Disclosure Act. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Program: KLEW-TV News 
Date/Time: 8/17/12, 6:00 p.m. 
Duration: 0:57 
Description: KLEW News reported that Respect Asotin County turned in signatures to get a 
Home Rule Charter on the November general election ballot at the end of July. In the 
instance that the measure passes, freeholders would need to start working on the charter as 
soon as possible. Which is why anyone who has lived in Asotin County for five years and 
registered to vote had the opportunity to sign themselves up to be elected.  Asotin County 
Auditor Darla McKay said they had quite a few people come in.  "We needed six for each 
district, so 18 total," said McKay. "There have been 33 people that have applied for 
freeholders." She said they'll draw names from each district to determine the order in which 
they are placed on the ballot. Any freeholder elected will also be subject to follow the Public 
Disclosure Act. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Program: KLEW-TV News 
Date/Time: 8/20/12, 6:00 p.m. 
Duration: 1:06 
Description: KLEW News reported that Forty-three Asotin County residents submitted 
applications last Friday to run for a freeholder position.  Those elected as freeholders, will 
help draft a charter that creates guidelines by which local government officials must abide by.  
The measure to get a Home Rule Charter on the November ballot must first pass and then 
elected freeholders will be able to start drafting a charter soon after.  Respect Asotin County 
Member Don Johnson supports his fellow group members who are running for a freeholder 
position and said having a charter for Asotin County is important. "The commissioners at 
this point in time don't have a unique rule book that is dedicated to things that are unique to 
Asotin County" said Johnson.  Johnson said he wants rules made by the citizens, so that 
local representatives know how constituents want their county government to be run.  Of 
the 43 running, six positions in each district are available, for a grand total of 18 freeholders.  
If you'd like to see a complete list of those running for each of the three districts go to, 
https://wei.sos.wa.gov/county/asotin/en/Elections/CurrentElection/Pages/OnlineVoters
Guide.aspx 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Program: KLEW-TV News 
Date/Time: 9/19/12, 6:00 p.m. 
Duration: 2:35 
Description: KLEW News reported that Respect Asotin County, a group that placed 
Proposition One on the November ballot, is responding to recent political events that could 
threaten their ability to implement home rule. Respect Asotin County is in its second year of 
trying to get Home Rule and initiative-referendum rights for its citizens. After successfully 
obtaining enough signatures earlier this year, members of the group were able to place 
Proposition One on the ballot. If citizens vote yes for the proposition this November, 
elected freeholders will be established to draft a county charter. The charter would essentially 
be a written set of guidelines by which the county government must abide by. It would also 
give citizens the right to initiative and referendum rights.  For members of Respect Asotin 
County, Tuesday night's public meeting was another important stepping stone mere months 
before the election. While it was only an informational question and answer session, getting 
their message understood by the public is something that's imperative according to group 
members because of recent events.  "In my personal opinion it's sabotage," said Asotin 
County resident Rick Larson. "Why would they wait until now? Fifty-forty days before the 
election?" What Larson is referring to is the newly formed group, Citizens for Better 
Government. The group proposes a similar plan to what Respect Asotin County has done. 
Get a proposition on the ballot that would elect freeholders to draft a charter. The difference 
is that Citizens for Better Government want a charter that would eliminate the three separate 
governments of the City of Clarkston, City of Asotin and Asotin County and create one 
unified city-county government. "Someone needs to have one of them come out in the 
public and explain why they waited," said Larson. "And get it cleared so the citizens of 
Asotin County have something to draw off of and make a decision."  Other group members 
like freeholder candidate Rebecca Nourse even said Citizens for Better Government 
members are trying to get elected as Proposition One freeholders to sabotage the Respect 
Asotin County Charter.  "Somebody mentioned you know, what about these saboteurs 
because I know a couple people who signed up for the 43, and I wouldn't vote, well I'm not 
going to vote for them," said Nourse. When asked if co-chair Rick Rogers would try to keep 
Respect Asotin County going if the proposition is voted down, he and other members said 
no.  "The voters have had the opportunity to watch this whole process for two years," said 
Roger. "If the voters vote it down at this point then the voters will have spoken and that's all 
we've been after from the very beginning." Rogers and his fellow members of Respect 
Asotin County, hope that it doesn't come down to that. There was a meeting Wednesday 
night for the Citizens for Better Government at 6:30 p.m. at the Asotin County Library. 
Respect Asotin County will meet again on October 18th, 7 p.m. at the Grange Hall in the 
Clarkston Heights.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
The Need to Address Ten Mile Bridge Construction  

 

 
Program: KLEW-TV News 
Date/Time: 7/9/12, 5:00 p.m. 
Duration: 1:40 
Description: KLEW News reported that about a month ago, the Asotin County 
Commissioners met with the Nez Perce Tribal Executive Committee to discuss the Ten Mile 
Bridge construction that has been halted due to cultural resources found on the land. Asotin 
County Commissioner Jim Jeffords said the county is waiting for a response from NPTEC, 
after complying with several of their requests that he could not talk about on camera. 
However several constituents were upset Monday morning that it's taking so long to move 
forward with the project. "The problem is we're dealing with the tribe at this point, a 
sovereign nation," said Jeffords. "And they're looking at their issues with what they've 
requested and we've provided." He said there's no deadline for NPTEC to agree to signing a 
memorandum, which would allow the county to move forward and finish construction. 
However if they decline to sign the memorandum, the future of the Ten Mile Bridge project 
is uncertain.   
 
 
 
 
 
Program: KLEW-TV News 
Date/Time: 7/17/12, 11:00 p.m. 
Duration: 1:54 
Description: KLEW News reported that the Asotin County Commission held its first night 
meeting Monday and more than 50 local citizens showed up to listen. Public Works Director 
Jim Bridges announced to the packed house that the Nez Perce Tribe is working on a 
memorandum of agreement to get the Ten Mile Bridge project moving forward. "The tribe 
was very concerned with that amount of excavation as you know," said Bridges. "And we 
went back and met with our consultants and came away with a new design which only has 
about 890 yards of excavation left on the project." When working on the site, cultural 
remains were found in the area that halted construction. He said the Tribe is happy with the 
new excavation plans that will minimize further disturbance to the area. The commissioners 
also extended the contract for the consultants on the project, Thomas, Dean and Hoskins 
Engineering of Spokane, until December of 2013. The approval included an additional 
$150,000 in funding for the consultants. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Program: KLEW-TV News 
Date/Time: 7/26/12, 6:00 p.m. 
Duration: 2:14 
Description: KLEW News reported that Asotin County Prosecutors Office is asking the 
presiding Walla Walla judge to dismiss a lawsuit regarding Ten Mile Bridge.  Rich Eggleston, 
an Asotin County resident who lives near the Ten Mile Bridge is suing the county for 
repeatedly refusing his public records requests regarding the construction.  “I did read their 
motion to dismiss and I think at the outset my response is I’m glad that this is going to be 
resolved ultimately in a state court.” Eggleston claims the Asotin County Commissioners 
were informed of gravesites where they were constructing the bridge.  He said he’d like a 
copy of that information that was presented to the commissioners, to prove that local 
government officials allowed workers to keep building on the site with the knowledge that 
cultural remains were in the area.  “I think somebody is eventually going to receive the 
proposal and it should bring a lot of light to this whole situation of who knew what and 
when they knew it.”  Asotin County Commissioner Brian Shinn said he doesn’t believe 
Eggleston has a case.  “Asotin County does not have the information that’s requested as a 
basis of a lawsuit and never has had it.” Eggleston said he’s read over the motion submitted 
by Asotin County and said most of the eight page document doesn’t address the issue.  
Shinn disagrees.  “All but one paragraph of their motion to dismiss deals with everything 
except heart of the matter,” said Eggleston. “Well I’m not a lawyer and neither is Rich, so 
it’ll be safe to say we’ll let the courts decide whether it’s relevant or not.”  Shinn said the 
lawsuit filed by Eggleston does not meet the required time-frame set forth by law.  “There’s 
a statue of limitations of one year which makes 90% of the lawsuit irrelevant and not 
applicable,” said Shinn.  Eggleston said it’s very important for government to be transparent.  
He said the state set the parameters on the amount of money that would be owed by the 
county at approximately $1.1 million.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Program: KLEW-TV News 
Date/Time: 8/23/12, 6:00 p.m. 
Duration: 2:20 
Description: KLEW News reported that the next step in a local lawsuit against Asotin 
County takes place following a motion that was filed by a man who questions the county and 
their operations. According to Rich Eggleston, there is a document that states information 
about known grave sites in the area of the Ten Mile Bridge construction project. Eggleston 
said in a previous interview that he's been trying to get a hold of that document for eight 
years but the Asotin County Commissioners never fulfilled his requests. "We asked the 
county to provide a public record," said plaintiff Rich Eggleston. "I think if that public 
record had been provided initially it would have changed the scope and demeanor of this 
project." So he filed a lawsuit in June and Asotin County Civil Deputy Prosecuting Attorney 
Jane Risley made a motion to dismiss the lawsuit a month later, mainly because of the statute 
of limitations. "Their motion primarily is, the statute of limitations has run, therefore this 
case should be dismissed." said Eggleston's attorney Todd Richardson. What Richardson 
means is that the statute grants a certain amount of time that a person can file a lawsuit after 
an incident. The incident in this case is a public records request that went unfulfilled and 
Asotin County officials maintain that Eggleston had one year after filing the public records 
request to put forth a valid lawsuit. "They've never answered the complaint, they've never 
denied that they did something wrong," said Richardson. "They're just saying, well we think 
that the year has passed therefore you can't sue us."  Richardson filed two motions last week 
to Walla Walla Superior Court. The motions maintain that the county has no basis to dismiss 
their claim. Richardson said the one year time line of the statute of limitations doesn't work 
for this case because the public records request was never acknowledged or denied. 
Therefore a time line was never started. Richardson also wants any new evidence the county 
has provided, to be excluded from the case if it does not relate to the original complaint. 
Attorney Jane Risley had no comment when KLEW News called. "This statute is about 
keeping the government honest and accountable to the people," said Richardson. Eggleston 
is suing the county for $1.1 million, a figure that totals all public records requests that went 
unanswered. The two parties are working to set a hearing date which will take place in front 
of Walla Walla Superior Court Judge John Lohrmann.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Program: KLEW-TV News 
Date/Time: 8/27/12, 6:00 p.m. 
Duration: 0:56 

Description: KLEW News reported that The Ten Mile Bridge construction remains at a 
stand-still after concerns were raised by the Department of Archeology and Historical 
Preservation. While constructing the Ten Mile Bridge, cultural remains were found and 
unearthed in the area. To approve further construction, the Asotin County Public Works 
Department is working with the Nez Perce Tribe, a representative from the Federal 
Highways, Washington State DOT and the Department of Archeology and Historical 
Preservation, to create a Memorandum of Agreement. Public Works Director Jim Bridges 
said the DAHP were concerned about re-burying or re-interment of the bones. "The 
department of Archeology and Historical Preservation raised some questions," said Bridges. 
"Additional conference calls will be made next week to work through that process." Bridges 
said upon reviewing regulations and DAHP's concerns regarding burial sites, they will rebury 
the bone fragments back to where they were originally found. He said the government will 
not mark the location of the remains out of respect for the deceased.  
 
 
 
The Need to Address Clarkston School Dist. Budget Cuts 

 

 

 
Program: KLEW-TV News 
Date/Time: 7/16/12, 6:00 p.m. 
Duration: 0:32 
Description: KLEW News reported that a tentative agreement was reached Tuesday 
afternoon between Clarkston teachers and the school district.  Superintendent Darcy 
Weisner said he can’t comment on details of the contract until it is ratified by the Clarkston 
Education Association but he did tell us he believes it was a fair agreement that both sides 
tentatively have agreed on.  The Clarkston Classified Association and the district bargained 
for six full days before reaching a tentative agreement.  The contract will be in effect this 
coming school year if ratified.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Program: KLEW-TV News 
Date/Time: 8/14/12, 6:00 p.m. 
Duration: 2:30 
Description: KLEW News reported that The Clarkston School Board heard concerned 
voices at a meeting Monday night from community members and teachers. "Bottom line it 
comes down to funding and education," said former Title 1 Instructional Assistant Abby 
Brood. A large and passionate audience let their voice be heard Monday at the Clarkston 
School Board Meeting regarding Title 1 funding cuts. The decrease in federal funding for 
Title I programs have left some people without jobs as recently as last week. Former Title 1 
Instructional Assistant Abby Brood said she received word about her job loss over a voice-
mail. "Highland's Principal telling me that our Title I budget was over by 12.5 hours and they 
were going to have to cut positions," said Brood. Brood's responsibility included specialized 
learning for students behind the learning curve in reading and math. She said her job is 
important to the future of her students but she understands where the school board is 
coming from. "The funding is just not there," said Brood. "It's not currently there the way 
things are set up." Brood said Monday's meeting went well because she felt the community 
and the teachers' voices were heard. "We've seen the numbers," said Brood. "They've laid it 
out for us, but we're still going to show we care about these students and we're listening and 
we appreciate them listening to us." President of the Clarkston Education Association 
Christy Simons feels differently than Brood. She said there is district funding that could be 
used to replace the federal funding cuts. "There are funds," said Simons. "We have reserve 
funds and the funds that they have; they've been spending a lot of money on central office 
staff which is far away from the children." Without any funds Title 1 assistants are seeing 
cuts to their hours indefinitely. Superintendent Darcy Weisner said he recognizes that people 
are upset. "I understand that someone has to make a decision and I understand that people 
are frustrated," said Weisner. He said, ultimately, cuts will have to come from somewhere. 
"We're not getting as much this year as we have in previous years," said Weisner. "Thus we 
have to come in with a different set of priorities related to personnel and the services we 
provide." Weisner points out that Monday night's comments and concerns will be taken into 
consideration when finalizing the budget. "Now we don't have those federal dollars," said 
Weisner. "We don't have the carry-over from those federal dollars so we have to make 
decisions to come in with a balanced budget." Weisner said right now they only have a 
projected number of students enrolled for the fall, but once school starts they'll get an exact 
figure. At that time, they'll have a better idea for how many hours Title 1 instructional 
assistants will be working.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Program: KLEW-TV News 
Date/Time: 8/30/12, 5:00 p.m. 
Duration: 0:43 
Description: KLEW News reported that Students in the Valley are back in the classroom 
and ready to hit the books, as we continue our series of reports focused on the challenges in 
the classroom of local schools. The first day of school has come and gone for Clarkston 
students and teachers which means now the real work begins. Executing strict curricula is a 
top priority for the staff at Clarkston High School. "We really focus on getting them ready to 
leave high school and be employable or go on to school," said Family and Consumer Science 
Teacher Debbie Romesburg. Romesburg said she wants students to feel as prepared as 
possible. Principal Eric Anderson said while they focus heavily on core classes, consumer 
science courses are also important. "We believe that a student that goes through our 
program, any of our classes will be prepared for their college or their career whichever they 
choose to do after wards," said Anderson. "Getting kids engaged in school is the main focus 
of our whole school," said Romesburg. "Having kids be involved outside the classroom 
always makes them more successful." "We want to make sure we keep as many doors open 
for our students as possible," said Anderson. While teachers are working to keep test scores 
up and opportunities vast, the district deals with high class numbers for some grade levels. 
"We were expecting about 203 students in the freshman class," said Anderson. We're sitting 
at about 216 right now."  "It's always challenging to have more than 25 kids in a classroom 
and you just have to deal with that," said Romesburg. Anderson said he expects the numbers 
to level out and Superintendent Darcy Weisner isn't concerned about the initially high 
numbers either. "We're over in some classes so administrators and schools are trying to level 
those out as best as we possibly can," said Weisner. Both Weisner and Anderson expect 
finalized enrollment numbers next week, as students who moved away are accounted for and 
new students are placed into the system. Weisner said the scores of the Measurements of 
Student Progress test or MSP that replaced the WASL in 2009 were released Wednesday. He 
said there was a significant improvement in math and reading across all grades, and they 
hope to continue to keep improving scores for this year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Program: KLEW-TV News 
Date/Time: 9/12/12, 6:00 p.m. 
Duration: 2:26 
Description: KLEW News reported that The Clarkston School District School Board 
meeting garnered a large viewing audience Monday of those in support of the Clarkston 
Classified Association. The CCA, a group who still hasn't reached an agreement with the 
district at the bargaining table, is made up of teaching assistants and educators. "Families and 
parents of our kids to come in and show their support for Clarkston Classified Association, 
because we're currently working without a contract," said CCA Member Communications 
Coordinator Angie Gustafson. Gustafson said their contracts expired on August 31st. 
Gustafson said many members of the community and teachers spoke to the school board 
addressing concerns about cuts that are being made. Two Title 1 positions that assist special 
needs children have been removed from local elementary schools. "Anytime you lose people 
in front of students, it does have a negative impact," said Weisner. "You have to do things 
differently." Weisner said while the positions have been removed, the instructors have been 
restructured into other positions so they can continue to work for the district. He said the 
school board is taking Monday night's comments and concerns into account. "They see the 
entire K-12 perspective and what they try to do is as a group come up with reasonable 
decisions and reasonable outcomes for all requests that come to them," said Weisner. 
Gustafson also said that while some positions are being cut, there have been positions added 
to the administration side of the district. "From the budget numbers that we have seen, we 
have seen an 18% increase that has been added this year for salary and benefits for the 
administration," said Gustafson. Weisner said there have been two positions added this year. 
"We have an assistant principal to the middle school," said Weisner. "We have added an 
additional person to the central office staff to handle student services and curriculum 
instruction. So we have added to those positions but I don't think we've added to the level 
that some people think we have." Weisner said the school board will take the budget, 
collective bargaining agreements and mandates from the state and federal government into 
account when going back into bargaining with the CCA. The CCA will return to the 
bargaining table on September 17th. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Program: KLEW-TV News 
Date/Time: 9/17/12, 6:00 p.m. 
Duration: 0:51 
Description: KLEW News reported that The Clarkston Classified Association continued to 
bargain their contracts Monday afternoon with the Clarkston School District.  
The group, made up of learning assistance teachers, is currently working without a contract 
because their previous contract expired just before school started.  
Supporters and members of the group wore red and rallied outside of the district's main 
office Monday afternoon as both sides returned to the bargaining table. CCA Members 
Communication Coordinator Angie Gustafson said they're ready to finish up the bargaining 
so the members can focus on school.  "The Clarkston Classified Association's coming to the 
table tonight with the offer that we bargain tonight, until we're done," said Gustafson. "Even 
if it takes all night, we need to get this done; we need to get this over with." 
Gustafson said employee safety and minimal salary increases are something the CCA is 
focusing on tonight at the bargaining table. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Need to Address Alcohol Abuse 

 
Program: KLEW-TV News 
Date/Time: 7/4/12, 6:00 p.m. 
Duration: 2:10 
Description: KLEW News reported that Extra patrols were out on the water Wednesday to 
make sure everyone was safely enjoying the holiday. "We're just going to swim around, do a 
little swimming, maybe a little inner-tubin,' said 4th of July celebrant Dave McGraw. "Just 
have some fun."  It's Fourth of July and Dworshak Reservoir is a hot spot for those who 
enjoy swimming, fishing and just enjoying the sun. Fourth of July celebrant Dave McGraw 
brought his family out to the lake for the extended weekend. "The weather's finally been 
nice, we've had really bad weather all spring," said McGraw. "It's finally going to be in the 
80's to 90's. We're really looking forward to having some fun at Dworshak Reservoir." 
Celebrating the Fourth of July on the water means extra patrols for the Clearwater County 
Sheriff's Office. Marine Deputy Mike Gladhart said they just want everyone to be safe while 
having fun. "We spend a lot of time patrolling the reservoir," said Gladhart. "We randomly 
check boats and do safety inspections. And we're making sure they have the required 
equipment they need on board for compliance with state laws."  Compliance with state laws 
means having up to date registration, a whistle or horn on board, fire extinguisher and 
enough life jackets for every person on the water. If you're water skiing or boating at night 
there are other requirements as well. "The biggest violation that we have out here is that 
people don't have the proper number of life jackets on board," said Gladhart.  
Gladhart also said the Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation offers loaner life-jackets at 
loading docks, so there's no excuse for not having enough on board. Gladhart said in the 
past week in the State of Idaho there have been five water related deaths. That statistic 
makes wearing a life jacket even more important, whether you're a strong swimmer or not. 
Gladhart also keeps an eye out for drunk drivers, especially during the holidays.  "People that 
don't pay attention to the no-wake zones, or maybe they're pulling skiers and swinging them 
too close to shoreline," said Gladhart. "So we're looking for that kind of violation because 
that's usually the people that have been drinking or consuming alcohol." Gladhart will spend 
the rest of the evening patrolling up and down the reservoir, that's about 150-miles of 
coverage. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 
Program: KLEW-TV News 
Date/Time: 7/27/12, 6:00 p.m. 
Duration: 1:34 

Description: KLEW News reported that a local couple shares their remarkable story about 

how their desire to help people brought them to the remote location of Keuterville.  

"Neither one of had ever lived outside of Kansas," said partner Myrna Thatcher. Founders 

of AbbaDaddy House Myrna Thatcher and Annette Smith lived in Kansas all of their 

lives. Thatcher, who is a licensed marriage and family therapist and her patient Annette 

Smith who would later become her business partner, were looking for a place near their 

hometown to open up a safe and sober house. Thatcher said they visited Idaho and felt 

compelled by spiritual calling to sell all of their possessions, leave their family and sell 

the house they had lived in for 29 years.   "That was a little serene, sorry, the day that 

Larry and I had walked out of that house because we knew that it was a new beginning," 

said Thatcher. Leaving everything behind, Thatcher and Smith lived in a Pole Barn for 5 

years on the property, using a wood stove for heat and sleeping in campers, so they could 

save up money for what now has become the AbbaDaddy Adult Safe and Sober House. 

"We know this is where God has put us," said Thatcher. "He has blessed us here. I mean 

when you look at the house, you look at the property, everything is paid for, we're debt 

free. He's supplied everything we've needed and a lot of times he's supplied us with 

things we didn't even know we needed."  Thatcher said assistance for those who need 

mental health help is lacking in this area. "The kind of people that we worked with in the 

beginning was mental health, meaning people with depression, bipolar, schizophrenia, 

marital problems, we work with teens," said Thatcher. Thatcher and Smith counsel 

people out of their office in Grangeville and as of 2010 offer transitional assistance in 

their Adult Safe and Sober House.  "It's transitional living for people coming out of 

prison or out a treatment center for drug and alcohol," said Thatcher.  Thatcher said those 

who come to stay are given the choice of secular treatment or a support plan that 

integrates their Christian beliefs. Thatcher's partner Smith was once a patient offers a 

perspective of understanding when they help those who come to the AbbaDaddy House.  

"I have a lot of life experience," said Smith. "One thing is that my family has all been 

addicted to drugs and alcoholics, so I know what they're going through."  Smith said 

meeting Thatcher was her turning point to help others.  "I'd been sexually abused and 

physically abused in my home life, and when I came to her I got the help I needed," said 

Smith.  Now Smith and Thatcher have published a book, just recently in May, based on 

Smith's life experiences.  "I'm still going to work it because I know what drugs can do to 

you, and I want to help people understand that," said Smith. "I want to help them 

understand it because getting clean is the best thing you can do, it can change your whole 

life."  Once they save enough money, they plan to create another house on the property to 

expand their Safe and Sober House program.  Thatcher and Smith said they'll be holding 

book signings in both Lewiston and Grangeville.  For more information on their book or 

the AbbaDaddy Adult Safe and Sober House, visit ABBADADDYHOUSE.ORG. 
 
 
 
 



Program: KLEW-TV News 
Date/Time: 8/7/12, 11:00 p.m. 
Duration: 1:04 
Description: KLEW News reported that Tuesday is the 21st Annual Night Out Against 
Crime, and everyone is encouraged to go to Beachview Park and enjoy the free festivities. 
“It’s a neat way to break down boundaries between law enforcement and the community,” 
said Detective John Morbeck. “It gives us a chance to interact with the public on a friendly 
basis instead of kind of being there when they have an emergency or something wrong 
happens.”   The National Night Out features live music, food and drawings as a few of the 
attractions that the thousands of expected park goers will enjoy this evening.  The Valley’s 
national Night Out is organized by the Clarkston Police Department, and has grown 
substantially over the years, serving as a place to meet people in the community who provide 
public services within a non-formal atmosphere. Tonight’s fun starts at 6:00p.m. and lasts 
until 10p.m. 

 

 

 
Program: KLEW-TV News 
Date/Time: 8/16/12 6:00 p.m. 
Duration: 2:07 

Description: KLEW News reported that a new law in Washington that's been in effect 

since August 1st, allows medical professionals to draw blood from DUI offenders 

without consent. "At some point we've got to protect ourselves," said attorney Scott 

Broyles. Broyles is talking about the rights of citizens over those who face felony DUI 

charges. According to Sergeant Mike Eggleston, on August 1st, a new law came into 

effect that allows Washington State Patrol troopers to draw blood without consent from a 

specific group of DUI offenders.  The troopers can take people who have any kind of 

vehicular homicide or assault charges, or those who are facing their fifth DUI to a nearby 

medical facility to test their Blood Alcohol Content level or BAC, whether they agree or 

not. "If you're going to be charged with felony DUI, in other words if they can confirm 

that you've had more than this, will be your fifth DUI within the last ten years then you 

will fall under the special evidence warnings for removing blood for the purposes of 

testing your blood," said Eggleston. "Somebody who's got a felony or obviously a dead 

body in a car crash at their feet, at that point they're over the line," said Broyles. "The rest 

of us have some rights."  The law previously gave DUI offenders the choice of a 

breathalyzer test or getting their blood drawn. Broyles said because the alcohol is 

metabolized through your body when you breathe into a breathalyzer, your BAC level 

can come out to be lower than if you were to test straight from your blood. Naturally 

most people objected to the invasive test because of this. However now, those who are 

facing felony DUI charges or have previous convictions regarding vehicular homicide or 

assault will get their blood drawn. "Instead of giving consent to provide a breath sample, 

like you would on a regular DUI, what would happen now is it falls under special 

evidence which means you will be submitted to a blood draw," said Eggleston.  

"Sometimes that harsh statement is lock them up and throw away the key," said Broyles. 

"Unfortunately at felony DUI level you get there."  Eggleston said felony DUI charges 

are uncommon in this area. He said that typically you'll see this procedure occur in more 

metropolitan areas that are densely populated. 



 
 
 
 
Program: KLEW-TV News 
Date/Time: 8/17/12, 11:00 p.m. 
Duration: 0:56 

Description: KLEW News reported that "Drive Hammered, Get Nailed," that's the 

message law enforcement wants drivers to realize when they head out on the roadways.  

Local and state patrols will be out in full force starting Friday for the statewide 

crackdown on impaired drivers. Extra patrols, undercover authorities, and speed traps are 

some of the tools used to keep fatalities low, especially when accidents on the roadways 

are much higher during this time of year.  "Historically August has been one of the more 

lethal months for Washington state drivers," said Asotin County Under sheriff Scott 

Coppess. "Between 2006 and 2010 it resulted in more alcohol related fatalities than any 

other month."  The "Drive Hammered, Get Nailed" campaign will run from Friday 

through September 3rd. Authorities encourage everyone to practice safe driving and 

encourage you to call 911 if you see signs of someone driving under the influence of 

drugs or alcohol. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


